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MEETING AROUND ISOLATION

Bastia (Corsica) - 8"-10% April 2026

Call for papers

In 2026, the theme of the meeting to be held in Bastia (Bastia Museum - Palais des Gouverneurs) is
isolation.

This term describes the state of being isolated, separated, or set apart. This isolation can take sever-
al forms. It can be social isolation from a larger community: one or more individuals may be socially
excluded and set apart (internment, quarantine, confinement), or they may voluntarily exclude
themselves (seclusion, cloistering). It can also be geographical isolation (a remote, distant, inaccessi-
ble, or separate location), which obviously means that individuals or groups find themselves isolat-
ed and without easy contact with other communities. Topographical constraints can also cause the
isolation of an individual or group of individuals outside of any context of collective burial, in a more
or less distant way.

Depending on the circumstances, location, and era, isolation can be voluntary or involuntary, cho-
sen or imposed, permanent or temporary: a symbol of freedom and vocation for a religious figure,
or, conversely, of constraint and shame for a plague victim, it may simply be a contextual element for
the inhabitant of a remote mountain village. In the absence of an exhaustive etymological and
semantic analysis, the isolation that will be discussed during these Meetings therefore covers multi-
ple realities, varying degrees and situations that are, a priori, very different.

At the same time, while it is generally easy to affirm the collective nature of a living space and/or
burial ground, it is more difficult to demonstrate the isolated nature of a space or mortuary deposit.
This is all the more true as we move further away from the contemporary period and as conserva-
tion and the number of reference sites dwindle. In the field of archaeology, this constraint is particu-
larly acute: limited excavation areas, erosion, destruction, differential conservation, etc.

We will therefore focus on presenting cases that are as free as possible from any ambiguity, select-
ing places that naturally induce isolation or spaces where specific devices, means, and practices are
used to bring about isolation.

The conference will aim to address isolation and its consequences on the biological body and more
specifically on funeral practices, whether it be isolation of the living (place of residence, social sta-
tus, health status, etc.) or of the deceased, one not necessarily leading to the other. Beyond archae-
ology and archaeo-anthropology, the issue of isolation necessarily involves other disciplines (sociol-
ogy, history, ethnology, neuroscience, etc.) and a broader framework. Therefore, no chronological or
geographical limits will be imposed.

The scientific discussions will focus on three broad cross-cutting themes.

Theme 1 - Isolation from the community
Theme 1 will address the isolation of a particular group or population that has been excluded from a



larger community or that voluntarily lives apart from it. We will seek to highlight how this isolation
can manifest itself in concrete terms in the living (diet, parasites, diseases, social practices, etc.) and
in the dead (unusual mortuary practices, specific burial sites). Depending on the context, we
may identify characteristic physical stigmata (e.g., the wearing of shackles) linked to specific activi-
ties and practices.

More broadly, we will also examine the social aspect of this isolation, approaching the issue from
the opposite angle, namely how certain characteristics or pathologies may have led to the physi- cal
or social exclusion of individuals during their lifetime (e.g., leprosariums, freak shows, human
Z00s).

Theme 2 - Geographical isolation

Theme 2 will address how the geographical isolation of a group impacts the living and influ-
ences funeral practices.

Like the previous theme, this subject can be approached from several angles, both bio-
logical and sociological. The aim will be to highlight common traits or adaptations among
several communities or, conversely, discrepancies.

Theme 3 - Isolation in death

Theme 3 will address specific cases of individuals who were voluntarily isolated in death
from common/community burial spaces, whether this isolation was sought by the de-
ceased for the purpose of enhancement, or whether it was imposed. This theme will there-
fore not concern individuals who lived apart during their lifetime. Using examples, we will
examine the choices that motivated the isolation of these individuals in death. The notion
of non-funeral practices may be addressed in this theme. For the earliest periods (partic-
ularly the Neolithic and Iron Ages), as so-called isolated burials have already been widely
studied in the past, this conference will focus on gathering new data and communications
that will demonstrate the isolation of the deceased.

Thematic summaries based on the analysis of several significant and relevant examples will
be preferred for oral presentations, while case studies will be reserved for poster presenta-
tions.




Proposals for presentations (oral or poster) must be sent to the organizing committee by email
before November 30, 2025. They must be accompanied by an abstract of no more than 300
words and specify the theme under which the authors wish to present.

As the dates of the meeting are earlier than usual, there will be no additional deadline for
submitting proposals.

Each oral presentation will last 20 minutes. Each poster presentation will be accompanied by a
5-minute oral presentation.

The scientific committee responsible for evaluating the proposals will meet in January 2026 to
select the contributions and establish the program.

Please send your proposals using the attached form to rencontre2026 @gaaf-asso.fr.
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